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[Continued from page 511. ] 


grace and free-will. 

In the thirty-fifth year of Henry the eighth, fome 
three years before his death, there was publifhed a book by 
the king, A. D. 1543, compofed by the clergy, feen and 
liked by the whole parliament, intitled, 4 neceffary dodrine 
and erudition for any chriftiau man. In which book there 


B pase now deliver the fubftance of the dofirine of 


is a declaration of the article of free-will. This declaration * 


Ihave tranfcribed. Firff, to make ufe of the, cautious ex- 
preflion of this article, compofed by the beft and foundeft 
judgments of that age ; and Secondly, tofhew what was the 
received doétrine in this point, in the times immedi- 
ately preceding the compofition of the articles and homilies 
of the church of England. For fince arch-bifhop Cranmer 
and fome others were of the clergy in king Henry's and 
king Edward’s reigns, and had their heads and hands in 


both 














































552 THE DOCTRINE OF PREDESTINATION 


both thefe works, it may well be prefumed they differed not 
much in any matter of moment. 

‘* The commandments and threatenings of Almighty 

GOD in fcripture (faith the article) whereby man is called 
upon, and put in remembrance what GOD would have 
him to do, moft evidently declare that man hath free-will al- 
fo now after the fall of our firft father Adam, as plainly appear. 
eth in thefe places: Be not overcome of evil, Rom. xii. 21, 
Negle not the gift that 1s in thee, 1 Tim. iv. 14. Love not 
th: world, 1 John ii. 15. If thou wilt enter into life, heep 
h: commandments, Matt. xix. 17. which undoubtedly 
fhould be in vain, unlefs there were fome faculty or pow. 
ereft in man whereby he may, by the help of GOD (if he 
will receive tt when it is offered unto him) underftand his 
commandments, and freely obey them; the which thing of 
the catholic fathers is called free-wall; which if we will 
defcribe, we may call it, ‘ A certain power of the will join. 
ed with reafon, whereby a reafonable creature, without con- 
firaint in things of reafon, difcerneth and willeth good and 
evil; but it willeth not that good which is acceptable to GOD, 
except it be holpen with grace; but that which 1s ill, it 
willeth of itfelf.’ And therefore other men define free-will 
in this wife, ‘ Free-will is a power of reafon and will by 
which good is chofen, by the affiflance of grace; or evil is 
chofen, without the affiftance of the fame.’ 

“ Howbeit the ftate of free-will was otherwife in our firk 
parents before they had finned, than it was, either in them 
or their pofterity, after they had finned: for our firft pa- 
rents, until they overthrew themfelves by fin, had fuch /ree- 
will, by the grace of GOD their maker, that not only. they 
might efchew all manner of fin, but alfo know GOD and 
love him, and fulfil all things appertaining to their felicity. 
Kor the wife man affirmeth, Ecclef. xv. 14, 15. GOD in the 
beginning did create mat, and lft him in the hands of has 
own counfel; xf thou wilt, to keep the commandments, and 
to perform acceptable faithfulne/s. 

“From this moft happy eftate our firft parents falling by 


difobedience, moft grievoufly hurt themfelves and their pol- 
terity ¢ 
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Yrity : for, befides many other evils that came by that tranf- 


greffion, the high powers of man’s reafon and freedom of 
wil] were corrupted, and all men brought into fuch blind- 
nefs and infirmity, that they cannot efchew fin, except they 
be made tree by an efpecial grace, that is, by a fupernatu- 
ral help and working of the Holy Ghoft; which although 
the goodnefs of GOD offereth to all men, yet they only en~ 
joy it who by their free-will accept and embrace the fame. 
Nor can they that be holpen by the faid grace, perform 
things that be for their wealth, but with much labour 


and endeavour ; fo great is the corruption of the firft fin, 


and the heavy burden bearing us down to evil. For albgit 
the light of reafon doth abide, yet it is much darkened arid 
with much difficulty doth difcern things that pertain to the 
prefent life; but to underftand things that be fpiritual, and 
pertain to everlafting life, it is of itfelf unable. And fo 
likewife, although there remain a certain freedom of will 
in thofe things which pertain to this prefent life; yet to 
perform {piritual things, free-will of itfelf is infufficient, and 
therefore man’s free-will, being thus decaycd, hath need of 
a phyfician to heal it, that it may receive light and ftrength 
whereby it may fee, and have power to do thofe fpiritual 
things, which before the fall of Adam ii was able to do, 

“St. Au/lin plainly declareth the fame, faying, ‘ We 
conclude, that free-will is in man after his fall, which thing 
whofo denicth is not a catholic man: but in fpiritual de- 
fires and works to pleafe GOD, it is fo weak and feeble, 
that it cannot either begin or perform them, unlefs by the 
grace and help of GOD it be prevented and holpen.’ 

* And likewife as many things be in the fcriptures which 
do fhew free-will to be in man; fo there be no fewer places 
in fcripture, which declare the grace of GOD to be fo ne- 
teflary, that if by it free-will be not prevented and holp- 
tm, it can neither do nor will any thing that is godly. 
Of which fort be thefe feriptures: Without me ye can do no- 
thing, John xv. 5. No man cometh unto me, except tt be gw- 
twhim of the Father, John vi. 65. We be not /ufficient of 
tirfloes, as of ourfelves, to think any thing, 2 Cor. iit. 5. 

4A According 
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According to which it follows, that free-will, before it may 


think er will any godly thing, muft be holpen by the grace 
of Chrift, and by his Spirit prevenied and infpired, that 
it may be able thereto ; and being fo made able, may thence- 
forth work together with grace, and, by the fame fuftained, 
holpen, and maintained, may accomplifh good works, avoid 
fin, and perfevere alfo, and increafe in grace. It is fure. 
ly of the grace of GOD only, that firft we be moved and 
infpired to any good thing; but to refift temptations, to 
perfift in goodnefs, and go forward, it is both of the grace 
of GOD, and our free-will and endeavour. And finally, 
alser we have perferved to the end, to be crowned with glo. 
ry, 1s the gift of GOD, who of his bountiful goodnefs 
hath ordained that reward to be given after this life, ac- 
cording to fuch good works as be done in this life by his 
grace, 

* Therefore, men ought with much diligence to confi- 
der and regard the infpiration and motions of the Holy-Ghoi, 
and to embrace the grace of GOD, which 1s offered unto 
them in Chrift, and by all means to fhew themfelves fuch, as 
unto whom the grace of GOD is not given in vain: and 
when they feel that notwithftanding their diligence, yet they 
be not able to do that they defire, then they ought earnelt- 
lv to afk of him who gave the beginning, that he would 
vouchfafe to perform it, which thing GOD will undoubtedly 
grant to fuch as perfevere in calling upon him; for he wil- 
leth all men to be faved, and provideth all things by which 
they may be faved, except by their own malice they will be 
evil, and fo by the righteous judgment of GOD perifh and 
be loft. For truly, men be to themfelves the authors of fin 
and damnation; GOD is neither the author of fin, nor the 
eaufe of damnation. 

« All men be alfo to be monifhed, and chiefly preachers, 
that they, looking on both fides, neither fo preach the grace 
of GOD that they take away free-will ; nor fo extol free-will, 
that injury be done to the grace of GOD.” 

Thus it was determined in that age : to which I willingly 


fubfcribe, and with there had been no declining from it ei 
ther 
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ther to the right-hand or to the left. Here is no free-wiil 
to {piritual good without grace. Here is no grace fo pre- 
potent but it may be difobeyed. Here is enough for the 
praifle of GOD’s grace, and for convincing of man’s in- 
gratitude. 

Concerning perf-verance, from that of our Lord, Matt. 
xxiv. 13. He that fhall endure unto the end, the fame fhall be 
faved; | colie&t two things; Fer/?, that he to whom falvation is 
promiled, if he continue, if he doth but hold out to the end, 
fhall be faved. Secondly, That it is poflible, he who is now 
in faith and love, fhould wax cold in love or deny the faith, 
and embrace this prefent world. 

So St. Bernard: “1 think it fufficiently plain, that all 
“fuch as were endued with love, may not have had perfe- 
“verance in love; otherwife our Lord in vain admontfhed 
“his difciples, John xv. g. Continue ye in my love: for ei- 
“ther, if as yet they did not love, he ought not to have 
| “faid, continue, but be tn love; or if they did love already, 
there was no need to admonifh them of perfeverance, if 
they could not be deprived of it.” And a little before, 
i “ Thefe men have no root, who for a while believe, and 
y 


“ 


“in time of temptation fall away : whence and whither do 
t “they fall? Even from faith to unbelief. I afk further, 
F “could they have been faved in that faith, or could they 
‘ “not? If they could not, what prejudice is it to their Savi- 
“our, what joy to the tempter, that they fall from thence 
h “where there was no falvation ?” 


The anfwer that fome reft in, viz. that “ Exhortations, 


3 “ precepts, and promifes, are the means whereby perfeve- 
2 “rance is upheld,” is againft themfelves, unlefs thefe were 
# infallible means; for feeing the obedience to exhortations and 

precepts is in man who faileth, thefe means do often fail. 
. The fixth and feventh commandments were known to David, 
‘ a means to hold him back from his two fins, but they fail- 
" ed through him. So St. Peter's warning of his denial, was 

the means to humble his confidence in himfelf, and to have 
ly | perfuaded him to beware of putting himf{elf into danger ; 
e but he took not warning. 


The 
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The fecond text of f{cripture I cite, is that of the pro. 

phet, Ezek. xvin. 26, 27. When a righteous man turneth 
away from his righteou/ne/s, and committeth mnequity, and 
dieth in them; for his wniguity that he hath done, Shall he dre. 
Again, when the wicked man turneth away from his wicked- 
nefs that he hath committed, and doth that which is lawful and 
right, he fhall fave his foul alive. The force of this paffage 
no evafion can avoid, if the comparifon between a righteous 
‘and a wicked man be well obferved : for deny you any wife, 
that a righteous man can turn away from his righteoufnels 
and die : and I will deny, likewife, that a wicked man can 
turn from his wickednefs and hve; and fo we fhall make 
void the holy word of GOD. lta fuppoftion purteth no- 
thing in the one, it putteth nothing in the other: if the 
wicked there, whom the text fpeaketh of, be trubly a wicked 
man, then the righteous there is truly a righieous man. If 
it ever be feen, that a wicked man turneth from his wicked- 
nefs and lives ; then it may as well be, that a righteous man 
turneth from his righteoufnels and dies. 

To thefe places } find no anfwer made by our divines at 
Dori, but to divers others, viz. Heb. vi. 4, 5, 6. For it is 
empoffitle for thofe who were once enlightened, and have tafted 
of the acavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy 
Ghoft, and have tafted th: good word of GOD, and the pow 
ers of the world to come, of ihey fhall fall away, te renew them 
agai to repentance. Ara, 2 Pet. 11.90. For of after they 

have ¢efcaped the pollutions of the world, through the know- 
ledge of the Lord and Savrour F-fus Chrift, they are agazn en- 
tangled therein, ana overcome; the latter end ts wore wrth them 
than the beginzing. To fuch as thefe, they frame this anfwer : 
that thefe places fpeak of initial degrees of faith, nat of jul- 
tifying faith ; men but eatered a little may go back, but not 
they that have attained unto true faith. But give me leave 
to demand, if thefe be but beginnings, what have they more 
or better to give toa true believer, than to dave tafled of the 
good word of GOD, and of the powers of the world to come, 
and to be purged from his old fins ; to have efcaped the pollu 
tions of the world ; to have the Prong man axmed that ~ 

the 
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the houfe, to be caft out by a flronger : if thefe be the lowelt 

and firlt gifts of the Spirit, what are the highett ? Metaphors 

taken from our fenfes, as tafling, hearing, /eing, are not 
ufled in {cripture to exprefs a little, fuperficial conceit of 
things {piritual ; but rather the full, clear, certain, deep ap- 
prehenfion of them. From hence it is that the renewing of 
thefe men again by repentance is fo hard, or es. er that 
fell from fo great an height ; whereas to be renewed after, 
lefler faults is ordinary. 

Other doétrine of the church of England, of like nature 
to this, is found in the book of homilies, efpecially in that 
which is entitled, Of declining from GOD, in the table; and of 
falling from GOD, in the book: out of the firft part where- 
of I will only tranferibe this fentence: “ For whereas GOD 
* hath fhewed to all men, that truly believe his gofpel, his 
“ face of mercy i in Jefus Chrift, which doth fo hghten their 
“ hearts, that they (if they behold it as they ought to do) be 
“ transformed to his image, be made partakers of the hea- 
“venly light, and of his Holy Spirit, and be fafhioned to 
* him in all goodnefs requifite to the children of GOD : fo, 

? “if they after do neglect the fame, if they be unthankful 













































; “unto him, if they order not their lives according to his 
“ doétrine and exampie, &c. he will take away from them 

“his kingdom, his holy word, whereby he fhould reign in 
’ “them.” Out of the fecond part thereof I tranfcribe this 
y fentence: * GOD will take from them the teaching of his 


“holy word, fo that they fhall be no longer of his king- 
- “ dom, they fhall be no longer governed by his Holy Spirit, 


ns “ they fhall be put from the grace and benefiis that they had, 
: “and ever might have enjoyed through Chrift, they thali 
- “be deprived of the heavenly light and life, which they 
rt “had in Chrift whilft they abode in him,” &c. 

e Lafily, the prayers of the church of England, have ever 


been a place from which arguments have been drawn: but 

ita believer cannot finaly fall from GOD, why doth our 

e church pray in the liturgy, at the burial of the dead, “ O 

“ GOD moft mighty, fuffer us not at our laft hour for any 
™ pains of death to fall from thee.” 

é My 
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My argument to prove that the regenerate, fallen into 
a -mortel fin, 1s not then a child of GOD, is taken out of 
Ste John, 1 Epift. iit. g. He that 25 born of GOD, doth vot 
commat fin ; for his feed remaineth in him, and he cannot jin, 
because he ts born of GOD. 1 thall here do two things at 
once: Frrff, 1 wall overthrow the flrongeft arguments of 
my opponents for the perfeverance of the eleét without in- 


termiflion. For, fay they, if the fecd of GOD remain in. 


him, and he cannot fin dead/y, what intermiffion can there 
be of his juftification ? Secondly, 1 wiil retort the text upon 
themfelves: both which I thall do by evincing the true fenfe 
of that place, 

The {cope of St, John is not to prove, that they that 
are born of GOD cannot chanye from righteoufnefs to fin, 
or that there cannot be a fucceffion of thefe two: that where 
righteoufnefs was, fin could make no entrance, and the con- 
trary; for this in the apoftle’s tume was out of queflion: 
whence the admonition, that they who had begun in t’e Spi- 
rit, fhould not end in the flefh. But his {cope was to prove, 
that thefe twa things, which the flefh would fain imagine 
confiflent, cannot fland together, namely, to be born of 
GOD and to commit fin. They admitted, that he that had 
been the member of an harlot, might by repentance become 
the member of Chrifl; and that the member of Chrift might 
become the member of an harlot. But that a man might 
be at once together, a member of an harlot, and a member 
of Chrift, that they utterly denied. 

Let them confider this, who afirm David to be fill born 
of GOD, when he ftood guilty of adultery and murder ; and 
let them beware they be not made to hear that of Tertu/lan: 
“ Butfome fay, that GOD is well enough fatisfied, if men re- 
* yverencehimin heart and mind, though there be lefs regard 
“ had of him in their a€tions: and that they may fin with- 
“ out detriment to the fear and faith which they owe to him: 
“ which is, in effe€t, to fay, that they may commit adul- 
“tery, and yet retain their chaftity inviolable; or poi- 
“fon their parents, without fhipwrecking piety. Since, 


“ therefore they cana fin, notwithftanding their fear, they 
“ themfelves 
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# themfelves fhall be thrown into hell, notwithflanding their 
* pardon.” Let them confider, this. 

They court ita ridiculous thing to fay, we be fo often 
born of GOD, as we repent of fin; but it is more lamen- 
table to fall oft into fuch fins, than ridiculous to be often 
renewed by repentance. They fhould not flick to the let- 
ter of an allegory too long. 

Moreover, if we admit, as we do, that eternal life, at 
the lait judgment, is given asa free and bounteous gzf?, and 
yet alfo as the reward and crown of righteou/ne/s ; and that 
eternal death is then inflitted as the wages and puntfhment of 
fins s andas the demonttration alfoof GOD’ s power and domi- 
nion, yet with juftice and equity. If thefe things be moft 
certain truths, as they are, it cannot be conceived by ordi- 
nary human underflanding, how a decree of thefe things 
could be made before the foundations of the woi:ld were 
laid, without GOD’s prefcience, as life is a reward, and 
death a punifhment ; feeing no juftice can prepare a reward 
or punithment, but upon rapponee or foreknowledge of 
good or evil deferts. 

That eternal death is from the retribution of juffice, is a 
truth moft clear, and not poffible to be decreed from be- 
fore time, without foreknowledge of fin. My opponents, 
therefore, love not to argue about reprobation ; or if they 
do, they fly to the dominion and liberty of GOD, as Lord 
abfolute and unaccountable, to exclude prefcience even here, 
if it were poflible. But for predeftination to eternal life, 
becaufe it is the gift of GOD, they are confident it may 
be decreed without prefcience of what man will do; which 
they might feem to have fome colour for, if the bleffed- 
nels of the faints were only from the reward of grace, and 
not from retriéution of juftice. But why flrive they to fepa- 
rate and disjoin thole things which GOD hath joined toge- 
ther? He having made the reward of the faints to be the retri- 
bution of juflice, out of his prefcience of their labouring to 
attain their end, even life: and to be alfo the gift of his 
grace, out of his own underflanding what will bring them to 
happinefs, if he grant them thefe benefits, whereby he fhait 
allo 
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aifo attain his end, the glory of his free love, in giving ete. 
nal life to whom he will: both thefe being underftood and 
known, before the very exiftence of men, or any a€t of his be 
allowed to be by any decree of the will of GOD;; thatis known 
only upon condition or fuppofition, if he pleafe to will the 
creation, calling, and governing of the faints, in fuch fort as 
he foreknows will bring forth life unto them, and farther 
illuftrate his glory. In fum, this judgment being made 
according to what is paft, the predeflination of it cannot 
but be according to what was forefeen. 


net Se Se 








GOD's Love TO MANKIND. Manifefled by difproving 


the alfolute decree jor thetr damnation. 


525-] 


HREE things are ufually anfwered to the foregoing 
premifes. 

I, That GOD’s ways may be juft, and yet feem unjuft to 
man’s erring underftanding: and fois this decree, though 
fleth and blood will not yield to it. | 

This anfwer I take to be falfe ; for nothing is truly juf, 
which human underftanding (purged from prejudice, corrupt 
affe€tions and cuftoms) hath in all ages, places, and perfons 
widged to be unjuft. The reafon is, becaufe GOD hath, 
by the light of nature, and the general impreffions of good 
and evil made in the hearts of men, fufficiently enabled 
them to judge what is juft, and what is not. Whena 
thing is done, reafon, fo qualified, is able to fay, this 1s juft, 
or this is unjuft, whether it be done by GOD or man. 
For (virtues in men being but the image of thofe perfec. 
tions that dwell in GOD) juftice in men and GOD are, in 
fubftance, one and the fame thing, though infinitely differ- 
ing in degree, as the greater and leffer light. That this 
power is ingrafted in man, GOD himfelf hath fufficiently 





[Contenued from page 


fignified in thofe feriptures, where he calleth on men to be 


jyu¢ges of the equity of hisways: Judge, I pray you, bes 


iween 
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taeen me and my vineyard, faiahv. 3. O ye hou/e of Ifrael, 
ere not my ways equal, and your ways unequal? Ezek. xviii. 
25. GOD would never put them upon the trial of reafon, 
if he had not made it able to examine them. 

The incarnation of the Son of GOD, his birth of a vir- 
gin, his dying, the refurreétion of the body, and fuch my- 
fteries as are peculiar to the gofpel, and the proper objetts 
of the chriftian faith, GOD hath not offered to the trial of 
our underftandings, but rather derideth thofe that prefume to 
judge of them by reafon, 1 Cor.i. 20. Where is the wife ?- 
where 1s the fcribe? where is the difputer of this world ? 
Aud the reafon is, becaufe thefe things, being fupernatural, 
and therefore not difcernible by natural power, man is no 
competent judge of them by his natural underftanding. But 
of the juitice of his decrees and ways, he maketh him a 
judge; becaufe, the common notions of juft and unjuift be- 
ing imprinted in nature, he is able to apprehend what is juft 
in divine aéts as well as in his own. 

Il. It is anfwered, that thefe decrees are fet down in 
fcripture to be the will of GOD; and therefore, they 
mu‘t needs be jut. For GOD’s will is the rule of all 
rightcoulnels, 

To this I anfwer. 

1. This rule in divinity is much abufed by the main- 
tainers of abfulute reprobation. For GOD’s will is not, a 
rule of juftice to himfelf, as if things were therefore juft, 
becaufe he willeth them and worketh them; but his juftice 
is a rule of his will and works, which are the expreflions of 
his will. Hetherefore maketh decrees and executeth them, 
becaufe they are agreeable to that juflice which dwells in 
the divine nature: he willeth and docth nothing, but that 
which may be willed or done, (/alud ju/litia) without 
wrong to hisjuftice. St. Hierom{peaking of the prophet © 
Hofea taking a wife of fornications, /Jo/eai. 2. faith, it’ was 
done typically, not really, decaufe “ it it had been indeed 
done, it had been a moft foul thing.” But thou wilt an- 
lwer, faith he, “Deo jubente, nihil turpe eft, GOD com- 
“manding it, nothing is dithoneft.” Thus much we fay, 
faith the father, that GOD commandeth nothing but what 

4B is 
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is honeft; but he doth not by commanding difhoneft 
things, make thofe things honeft which are abominable: 


GOD doth not will a thing, and fo make it good: but wil? 


leth it, becaufe it is in itfelf good antecedently. 

2. I reply, that thofe abfolute decrees of men’s inevita- 
ble falvation and damnation are no parts of GOD’s re. 
vealed will. To fay they are, is a mere begging of the 
queltion. 

lil. Their third anfwer is, that GOD is not bound te 
reftore men power to believe, becaufe they once had it, and 
have lofi it through their own fault, as a mafter is not 
bound to renew his fervant’s ftock if he have wafled it by 
bad hufbandry. 

1 grant, that GOD 1s fimply and abfolutely bound to no 
man, becaufe he is a moft free difpenfer of his own favours, 
where and what, and to whom he will, and no man is be- 
forchand with GOD: Who o given unto him, and it fhall 
be recompenfed again. Rom. x1. 35. 

Bur yet he is eeubidatiae data: for he hath tied 
himfelf * three ways efpecially. 

By decreeing. The Almighty 1s eternally fubje& to 
his own ordinances, or elfe he would be mutable: and 
therefore what gifts foever he hath decreed to men, he 1s 
bound to give them by virtue of his own decree. 

By promifing. We ufed to fay, promife is debt, it 1s 
juftice to perform what it was free to promife. If therefore 
GOD hath made a promife of any gift or grace to men, 
his promife bindeth him to performance. 

3. By giving men a law to keep; which without fuper- 
natural grace they can no more keep, than they can eat a 
rock. By facha law the fupreme Law-giver bindeth him- 
{elf to his people, to give them fuch power as may enable 
them to keep that law, or elfe he becometh (as the evil fer- 
vant ftiled him) a hard mafler, reaping where he fowed ndt, 
and the very true and proper caufe of the tranfgreffion of 
that law. We fhall find GOD always giving ftrength, 
when he giveth a command: when he commanded the 
creatures to increafe and multiply, he gave them a multiply- 


ing virtue: when ‘Chrift bade the lame man arife, take up 
his 
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his bed, and walk, he put into his limbs an ability of walk- 
ing: when Adam hada {piritual law given him to obey, 
which without fpiritual ftrength he could not, GOD gave 
him ftrength anfwerable to the law. So that Adam had a 
power and poffiielity, though no neceffity of continuing i 
obedience. 

That I may bring this home to my purpofe, I fay, GOD 
is bound to reftore unto men power to believe, fuppofing 
thefe things that follow. 

1. That he hath vouchfafed to enter into a new cove- 
nant of peace with men, when he needed not. 

2. Thatin this covenant, he requireth obedience at men’s 
hands, even at theirs that perifh. 

3. That he promifeth eternal life to every man, if he 
obey and keep the covenant. 

4- That he punitheth the difobedient with everlafing 
death. 

Thefe particulars fuppofed, the moft free GOD, who is 
abfolutely bound to none, is engaged to give ability of be- 
lieving unto men; nor can he juftly without this gift pu- 
nifh the difobelient, any more than a magiflrate having 
put out a man’s eyes for an offence, can command this man 
with juflice to read a book, and becaufe he readeth not, 
put him to death; or, than a mafter, when he hath taken 
away from his fervant the flock which he hath mifemploy- 
ed, can afterwards exaét of him a juft employment of the 
fame ftock, and punifh him becaufe he emptoyeth it not. 

I conclude sherefore, that the abfolute reprobation of 
fuch men as are called to believe in Chrift, and punifhed 
if they believe not, is utterly repugnant to the juilice of 
GOD. 

IV. Abfolute reprobation oppofeth the truth and /n- 
arity of GOD. 

GOD isa GOD of truth, Deut. xxxii. 4. Truth itfelf, 
John xiv. 6. fo called, becaufe he is the fountain of truth 
and the perfeétion of truth, without the lea mixture of 
falfehood. The Srrengih of Ifrael cannot lie, 1 Sam. xv. 29. 
Let GOD be true, and every man a liar, faith the apottle, 
that he might be juftifisdin hig /ayings and overcome when he 
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as judged ; that is, men may lie (for all men are liars) but 
GOD can never lie. But by abfolute reprobation GOD 
is made untrue and hypocritical in his dealings with men, 
and in all matters appertainiag to their eternal ftate, particu. 
larly in his commands, in his offers of grace and glory, in 
his threats, paffionate wifhes and defires of men’s chief good, 
and in his expoftulations and commiferation alfo. 

1. In his commands. F¥or by this doftrine GOD com. 
mandeth ithofe men to repent and believe, whom he fecret- 
ly purpofeth fhall not believe. “ Though GOD com- 
** mand reprobates to believe the gofpel, yet he will not 
« have them believe,” faith Pifcator. Now whom GOD 
commandeth to believe and repent, thofe he willeth out- 
wardly {iould believe and repent; and he mutt inwardly and 
heartily will it too, or elfe he diflembleth. 

2. In his offers of grace and glory, which he maketh to 
fuch as refufe them, as well as to thofe who accept them 
to their falvation. 

This is evident, Ufa. lxv. 2. I have f/pread out :ny hands 

ll the day long. Towhom? To a rebellious people. Aud 
Matt. xxu. we read, that thofe men were invited to the wed- 
ding that came not: and Ad/s int. 26. it is faid to the jews who 
had dened Chrifl, To you hath GOD fent his Son Fefus ta 
blefs you, in turning every one of you from your inigutte-s. 

But now GOD’s meaning is, by this doétrine, that the 
moft of thofe to whom he offereth his grace and glory, fhall 
have neither. And fo Pz/cator faith, “ grace is not offered 
“ by GOD even to thofe who were called, with a meaning 
“* to give it, but to the ele&t only.” In the fame book he hath 
fuch another fpeech : ‘* Though GOD in words proteft he 
** would have reprobates to believe, yet indeed he will not 
* have them.” They make GOD to deal with men in mat- 
ters of falvation, as the poets feign the gods to have dealt 
with poor Zanialus. They placed him in a clear river up te 
the chin, and under a tree which bare much {weet and pleas 
fant fruit, that did almoft touch his lips: but this they did 
with a purpofe that he fhould tafte of neither: for when he 
put his mouth to the water to drink, it waved away from 
him; 
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him ; and when he reached his hand to the fruit to have eat- 
en of it, ut withdrew itfelf out of his reach, fo as he could 
neither eat nor drink. Juft fo dealeth GOD with reprobates, 
by their doétrine ; he placeth thera under the plentiful means 
of falvation, offereth it to them fo plainly, that men would 
think they might have it when they will; and yet intendeih 
fully they fhall never have it, wiihholding from them either 
the firft yrace, that they cannot believe, or the fecond grace, 
that they cannot perfevere. Did not thofe gods delude Tun- 
talus? Yes, doubtlefs, And if COD do fo with reprobates, 
what doth he but delude therm, and diflemble with them in 
his fairett offers of falvation? And this do Zanchius and Bucer 
grant by evident confequence, as appeareth by a f{peech or 
two of theirs, which cannot ftand with their conclufion ; 
and, therefore, 1 fuppofe fell unwarily from them. 

Zanchius telleth us roundly, “ That every man who is 
“ called, is bound to think that he is ele€ted, otherwife he 
“ doth offer great injury to GOD, and accufe him of lying, 
* who faith to him in his word, that he defireth his falvation, 
“and tor this caufe hath called him.” In which {peech he 
plainly implieth, thatif GOD calleth a man whom he hath ab- 
folutely rejetied, he doth but delude him when he calleth 
him. The like fpeech hath Bucer: “ A man muft believe 
“ that he is predeftinated; or elfe he maketh GOD to mock 
“ him when he calleth him.” 

A man, therefore, that is not predeftinated, but an ab- 
folute reprobate, when he is called to falvation, is but de- 
luded. . 

Ifa creditor fhould refolve, upon no terms to forgive his 
debtor one farthing, and yet make him offers to remit the 
whole upon fome conditions, and bind his offers with a deep 
and folemn oath; would not we fay, that he was a rank 
diffembler, and a meer deluder of his poor debtor? We can 
fay no lefs of GOD, if he hath irrevocably decreed at no 
hand to fave fuch particular men, and yet promifeth and 
fweareth that he will fave them, if they will believe his pro- 
mifes, and repent. What can fuch oaths and promifes be, 
but mere delufions of milerable men 2 
2. In 
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3. In his threats and comminations alfo, by this doé¢trine, 
is GOD made to be hellow and deceitful. For againft what 
fins are.threais denounced ? Always againft a€tual fins: we 
never read, that they are thundered out againft us for origi. 
nal fin: they inumate, therefore, that the fins for which 
men goto hell, are their aétual tranfgreffions. But if it be 
true, that GOD decreed all men to hell for original fin, 
that which thofe threats import is not true, and fo GOD is 
not fincereinthem. Befides, all threatenings imply, that 
the evil threatened may be avoided: for therefore are they 
denounced, that men might be brought to repentance, and 
fo efcape the evils threatened. But it fome men be peremp- 
torily ordained to deftruction, their deflruciion cannot be 
prevented ; and fo the threatnings of damnation fignify an 
untruth, and GOD in them dealeth not plainly with men. 

4. In all the other things before mentioned, is GOD full 
of guile too, by this opinion ; namely, in his 

(1) Paflionate wi/hes, that even thofe men might repent 
that repent not, and might be faved that through their im- 
penitency are not faved. Of thefe we read, Deut. v.29. O 
that there were fuck an heart in them to fear me, that it might 
go well with them! And Pfalm Ixxxi. 13. O that my people had 
hearkened, and Ifrael had walked in my ways! And, Ifarah 
xviii. 18.0 that thou had/{t hearkened to my commandments ! 

(2) In his mournful expo/fulations, I/atah'v. 3, 4. Fudge, 
I pray you, between me aud my vineyard: what could I have 
done more for my vineyard? And Jeremiah i. through- 
out the whole chapter, efpecially ver. 91. Have I been a 
wilderne/s to If{rael, or a land of darkne/s? And ver. 92. 
Can a maid — her ornaments, or a bride her attire? Yet 
my people have forgotien me days without number. Ezek. 
xxxili, 2a. Turn ye, turn ye: why will ye die, O houfe of 
Tfrael ! 

(3) In his melting commiferations of the woful condition 
of foolith men, who would not be reclaimed: How /hall I 
give thee up, O Ephraim? Hew fhall I deliver thee, O Ifrael? 
My heart 2s ‘turned within me, my repentings are kindled toge- 
ther. Hof. xi. 8. OQ Ferufale m, Ferufalem, which hilleft. 
ths 
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th: prophets, and floneft them that are fent unto thee! Matt. 
NX, 37° 

In all thefe there is but little fincerity, if there be a fe- 
cret refolution that the moft of thofe, towards whom thofe 
withes, chidings, and bemoanings are ufed, fhall be dam- 
ned without remedy. GOD ?’s faireft offers, his {weeteft 
invitations, his greateft fympathies, and ampleft courtefies, if 
this dottrine betrue, come little thort of Ab/alom’s feaft,the kifs 
of Fudas, and the Hyana’s tears: for in all thefe he faith one 
thing and meaneth another, and therefore diffembleth. Nay, 
the whole miniftry (wherein GOD commandeth, offereth, chi- 
deth, entreateth, lamenteth)if this be true, is but a mere impof- 
ture,a giving of words without any meaning of an[werable deeds; 
and an impofture fo much the greater, by how much the 
fhew of kindnefs is the heartier. For how can good things 
be offered with ftronger fhews of a good meaning, than when 
it is offered with exhortations and entreaties to accept it, 
with clear demonftrations of the excellencies ef it, with un- 
feigned wifhes that the parties to whom it is offered would 
accept it, and bitter lamentations for their folly in refufing 
it? With all thefe enforcements is GOD's tender of fal- 
vation to reprobates accompanied ; and therefore infhew moft 
hearty and ferious. 
| In a word, thus fpeaketh GOD, by this dofirine, to 
* reprobates in the miniftry. 

‘*O ye reprobates (once dearly beloved by me in your 
father Adam, but now extremely and implacably hated, and 
by mine eternal and uncontroulable order fealed up under 
invincible fin and mifery) amend your lives, and believe in 
the name of my only-begotten Son. If you repent and be- 

_ lieve not, there is no remedy, you muft be damned ; but 
_ if you repent and believe, you fhall be faved: though your 

f fins be as red as fearlet, I will make them as white as wool. 
Think not that I would have you die ; for I fwear, As J live, 

| Twill not the death of him that dicth : 1 would have no man 
to perifh, but all.to come to repentance: I befeech you, 

p therefore, be reconciled. I have cried and called upon you, 
I have along time waited upon you, that you might repent, 
and 
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and fill am knocking at the doors of your hearts for entrance, 


O that there were.a heart in you to fear me and keep my come. 


mandmments, »thot.wt might go well uath you for ever! What 


Shall I do unto, you ? how frall I intreat you ? Will you not be 


made clean? when will tt once be?” Can GOD {peak thus 


to reprobates, who by his own decree {hall never repent or, 


be faved, without the deepeft diffimulation ? 

That -which is ufually faid to.clear the abfolute decree, is, 
that GOD wifheth the falvation of the reprobate ferioufly, 
but not abfolutely ; he would-have thofe men faved, but yet 
upon condition.they will repent and believe. And, there. 
fore, though they do perifh, GOD is candid and fincere in 
his offers of falvation .othem; for therefore do they perith, 
becaufe they perform not the condition, and not becaufe 
GOD offereth not falvation ferioufly unto them, 

But this anfwer is fhort: it is true GOD will have all 
men to be faved upon condition.only, that they will repent 
and believe, ‘according to that {peech of St. Ambrofe, Deus 
valt onnes faloari, fe SB upft velints “ GOD would have all 
to be faved, if they themfelves would ;’” for if he would ab- 
folutely have ‘it fo, what.can hinder it? who hath refifted 
his will ? Itvis true likewife, that a conditional promife may 
be ferious as well as an abfolute: but then the condition 
muft be-pofhible to them to whom the-promife is made: and 
the performance of the condition muft be a part of GOD’s 
will, as wellasthe falvation promifed, or elfe the promife cannot 
be candidarid fincere. A condition is the offer of a power of 
choice: . Where there is no liberty of choice afforded, there 
is'no true condition appointed. In fubflance it is all one to 
offer a courtefy under a condition not poffible, and not to of- 
fer it at allfand in circumftance it is.much worfe. 

“In fubftance'all one: the lawyers tell us, that a contract 
made under a“condition not poflible, is efleemed no bar- 
gain: Andthe logician’s rule is, that a conditional propofition 
which hath an impofhible condition annexed to it, is equi- 
valent to a’negation. It is all one for me to offer a piece of 
money to one blind, upon the condition he will open his eyes, 
and tell me what piece of money it is, and what ftamp it 


hath’; and to deny it flatly to another: for the one hath it 
no 
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no mor¢ than the other. And it is all one for a man to 
have a daughter to béeftow in marriage, and to tell her fuitor, 
I'will give you my daughter, if you will {pan the earth, or 
touch the heavens with your finger ; and to tell him plain- 
ly, fet your-heart at reft, Iwill never beftow her upon you: 
for the fuitor {peedeth both ways alike. 

And it is in. circumftance a great deal worfe: for it is a 
denial, under colour of the contrary ;, a:denial: joined with 
afcoff, aderifion, as was that of the Zebuftes, .2.Sam.v. 6. 
who told David, that be thould.not.enter into the fort of 
Zion, except he took away the blind and the dame: their.mean- 
ing was, they would. never deliver it-up ynto.him : and be- 
caufe they thought it ampoffible for: him to take away the 


\blind and the lame, they told. him, ,if he did fo, then they 


would yield it up. .It was an ironical and fcoffing denial of 


uhis demand. © U the-king of England fhould,make an unre- 
-pealable daw, that no German thould be made a.citizen of 


Loudon, or free denizon of sbe, kingdom ; and then make 


adecree, to give fome bountiful gratuities, but. to the citi- 
_zens of London, or tothe fubjeéts of the kingdgm. only, 
and to none but them ;. and yet for all this, fhquid,command it 


to be proclaimed, that.he will give them tothe Germans, upon 
condition they will. be made free-men, of, London, or .be in- 


_.corporated ino the kingdom : would,not any man fay, that the 
king, in this cafe, did dillemble and. delude the Germans ? 


And if any thould fay, there would be no difflembling 
in it; for if they would become citizens .on fubjetts,..they 


fhould-have the promifed gratuities : a man.might,truly au- 


fwer, that therefore the. king doth, counterfeit, and .cozen 


» them, becaufe he maketh a.tender to them upon.a .conditi- 
oon not. poffible,by. bis own decree. .In like, manner, if 
GOD. hath made a decree, that fuch men, fhall never.believe, 
.and yet offer them heaven on condition, they will believe; it 


may moft truly be faid, that GOD .doth not, only deny 


them heaven, , but deny it with a bitter. derifion. 


And.thus have [ fhewed the contrariety of this opinion 


to four principal attributes. of GOD, which is my fecond 


general reafon againft it. 
4C SERMON 









































A SERMON OW MARK ix. 48. 
SERMON XII. 


On Marx ix. 48. 


Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 
q 


,. VERY truth which is revealed in the oracles of 
GOD, is undoubtedly of great importance. Yet 
it may be allowed, that fome of thofe which are revealed 
therein, are of greater importance than others; - as being 
more immediately conducive to the grand end of all, the 
eternal falvation of men. And we may judge of their im- 
portance, even from this circumftance, that they are not men- 
tioned once only in the facred writings, but are repeated 
over and over. A remarkable inftance of this we have, 
with regard to the awful truth which is now before us. Our 
blefled Lord, who ufes no fuperfluous words, who makes no 
vain repetitions, repeats it over and over in the fame chap- 
ter, and as it were in the fame bréath. So verfe 49, 44. 
Uf thy hand offend thee, ifathing or perfon as ufeful asa 
hand, be an. occafion of fin, and there is no other way to 
fhum that fin, cut ct off. It is better for thee to enter wito 
life mamed, than having two hands to go into hell: into un- 
guenchable fire, where their worm dieth not, and the firers 
not quenched. So again, verfe 45, 46. If thy foot o end thee, 
cut it off. It is better for thee to enter halt into life, than 
having two feet to be caft into hell: into unquenchable fur, 
where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 
And yet again, ver. 47, 48. Jf thine eye, a perfon or thing 
as dear'as thine eye offend thee, hinder thy running the race 
which is fet before thee, pluck tt out ; tt 2s better for thee 
to enter tnto the kingdom of GOD with one eye, than having 
two eyes to be caft into hell-fire; where their worm dieth not, 
and the fire 1s not quenched. 
2. And let it not be thought, that the confideration of 
thefe terrible truths, is proper only for enormous finners. 
How is this fuppofition confiftent with what our Lord {peaks 


so thofe who were then doubtlefs the holieft men upon earth? 
Luke 
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Juuke xii. 1, 4, §. When innumerable multitudes were gather- 
ed together, he fard to his difciples, {the apoltles) fit of all 
I fay unto you, my friends, fear not them that can hill the bo- 
dy, and after that have no more that they can do: but I fay 


d. uato you, fear him, who after he hath killed hath power to 
' caft into hell: yea, Il fay unto you, fear him! Yea, fear him 
of ® under this very notion, of having power to caft into hell : 
fet @ that isin effect, fear left he thould caft you into the place 
led of torment. And this very fear, even in the children of 
ing GOD, ‘is one excellent means of preferving them from it. 
the 3. It behoves therefore not only the outcafts of men, but 
m- even you kis friends, you that fear and love GOD, deeply 
n- to confider what is revealed in the oracles of GOD, con- 
ed cerning the future ftate of punilhment.. How widely dif- 
ve, tant is this from the moft elaborate accounts which ate giv- 
dur en by the heathen authors ? Their accounts are (in many 
no particulars at Jeaft) childifh, fanciful: and felf-inconfifient. 
ap- So that it is no wonder, they did not believe themfeives, hut 
4: only related the tales of the vulgar. . So Virgad trongly in- 
5a timates, when after the laboured account he had given of 
to the fhades beneath, he fends him that had related” ix 
ito out of the ivory gate, through which (es he tells us). only 
= dreams pafs ; thereby giving us to know, that all the pre- 
is ceding account is no more than a dream. This he only 
ee, infinuates ; but his brother poet, Fuvenal, {peaks out, flat, 
an and plain, : 
re, 
ed. Effe aliguos manes, € fubterranea regna, 
ng Nec puert credunt, nift qui nondum ere lavautur. 
ce 
Mee Even our children do not believe a word of the tales con- 
"5 gerning another world. 
m, 4: Here on the contrary, all is worthy of GOD hen crea- 
tor, the Governor of mankind. | All is awful and folemn ; . 
of fuitable to his wifdom and jultice, by whom Fophet was or- 
. dined of old; although originally prépared, not-for. the 
ks 


shildren of men, but for the devil and his angels... 


The 
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The ptnifhment.of thofe who: in fpite of all the warnings 
of GOD, refolve to have their portion with the devil and 
his angels,. will, according to the ancient, and not improper 
divifion; be-either Panc damat, what they lofe; er- Pena 

Jenfas, what they feel. After confidering thefe feparately, 
I fhall touch’on afew additional circumiflances; arid- conclude 
with two or thfee’ inferences. 

I. 3. And firft, let us confider the Pana damni, the pus 
nifhment of lofs. This commences in that very moment, 
wherein the foul is feparatéed from the body : in that inftant 
the foul lofes all thofe pleafures, the enjoyment of which 
depends on the outward fenfes. The f{mell, the tafte, the 
touch, delight no moré : the organs that mimftered to them 
are fpoiled, and. the . objeéis that ufed to gratify them, are 
removed far away. In the dreary regions of the dead, al} 
thefe things-are forgotten: or if remembered, are only re- 
membered with pain, feeing they are gone for ever. All 
the. pleafures of the imagination are at an.end. There is 
no grandeur in the infernal region : there 3s nothing beau. 
tiful in thofe dark abodes: no light, but that of livid flames. 
And nothing new, but one unvaried fcene of horror upon 
horror. There is no mufic but that of groans and thrieks, 
of weeping, wailing and gnafbing of teeth; of curfes and. 
blafplietites againft GOD, or cutumg reproaches of one anos 
ther. Nor is there any thing to gratify the fenfe of ho- 
nour: no; they are the heirs of fhame and everlafting con- 
tempt. 

2. Thus -are they totally feparated from all the things 
they were fond of in the prefent world, At the fame inftant 
will commence another lofs; that of all the perjous whom 
they loved. They are tora away from their-neareft and dear- 
efi relations, their wives, hufbands, parents, children, and 
(what t6-fome will be worfe thamal] this) the friend which was 
as their own foul. . All the pieafures they ever enjoyed m 
théfe is loft; gone, vanifhed away. For there is no friend. 
fhip im-helli Even the poet who affims (though | know not: 
on what authority) 


‘ - Devil 
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“ Devil with devil dama'd 
Firm concord holds :” 


Does not affirm that there'is-any. concord mars, 4 the humae 
fieads, that: inhabit the great abyfs. 

~ g. But they will: then be fenfible-of a greater iofs, than 
that of all they enjoyed: on earth. - They have Joft their 
place in Abraham's bofom, ~in the paradife of GOD, Hie 
therto indeed it hath not entered into their hearts to conceive, 
what holy fouls. enjoy in the garden of GOD, in the focie- 
ty of angels, and of the wifeft and beft men, that have hved 
from.the beginning of the world : (not to mention, the, 1m. 
menfe increafe of knowledge, which they wiihthen undeubt- 
edly receive.) But they will them fully underdtand the va-. 
lue of what they have: vilely caft away. 

q. But as happy as the fouls in paradije are, they are 
preparing for far greater happinefs. For paradz/e is only. 
the porch of heaven; and it is there the fpinits of! jul 
men are made perfeé&, It is in heayen‘only that there, is 
the fulnefs of joy, the pleafures that are at'GOD's right 
hand: for evermore; The lofs. of ‘this; by ‘thefe unhappy 
{pirits, will be the completion of their miferys* They. will 
then know and feel, that GOD alone: is:the centre: of all. 
created ‘{pirits: and. confequently that a fpirit made for 
GOD, canmhave no reft out of him. It feems that, the a- 
poftie hadthis in view, when he fpoke. of thofe, who /fhall 
be puntfhed with everlafting defiructron, from the prefence of. 
the Lord. Banifhment from the prefence of the ‘Lord, - is 
the very eflence of defiruftion to a fpirit thatwas made for 
GOD. And if that bamifhment lafts for ever, it is evarlaf-- 
ing deftru€tion. 

Such is the lofs fuftained by thofe mrferable creatures, on. 
whorn that awfyl: fentence will be pronounced, depart from 
me, ye curfed } What an unfpeakable curfe, if there were na. 
other !: But alas} this is far from being the whole: for to 
the punifhment of -/ofs will be added, the puvifhment of 


jenfe. What-they lofe, implies unfpeakable mifery, which 
_ Yyetis inferior to what they feel. This it is, which our 


Lord 
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Lord expreffes in thofe emphatical words, Where their worm 
dieth not, and the fire 1s not quenched. 

I]. 1. From the time that fentence was pronounced up. 
onman; Duff thowart, and unto duft thou fhalt return, it was 
the cuftom of all nations, fo far as we can learn, to com- 
mit duft'to duft: it feemed natural to reftore the bodies of 
thierdead to the general mother earth. But in procefs of 
time another method obtained, chiefly among the rich and 
great, of burning the bodies of their relations, and fre- 
quently ina grand magnificent manner. For which pur- 
pofe they ereéted huge funeral piles, with immenfe labour 
and expence. By either of thefe methods the body of 
man was foon reftored to its parent duft. Either the worm 
or the fire foon confumed the well-wrought frame ; after 
which the worm itfelf quickly died, and the fire was en- 
tirely quenched. But there 1s likewife a worm that belongs 
té the future flate: and that is a worm that never dieth, 
And theresa fire, hotter than that of the funeral pile: and 
it is a fire that will never be quenched, 

2. Jhe firft thing intended by the worm that never 
dieth; feems to be a guilty confcience, including felf-con. 
demnation, forrow, fhame, remorfe, and a fenfe of the 
wrath of GOD. May not we have fome conception of 
this, by what is fometimes felt even in the, prefent world? 
Is it not of this chiefly that So/omon fpeaks, when he fays, 
The fprret of a man may bear his infirmities, his infirmities 
or griefs of any other kind: but a wounded ffpirit who can 
bear ? ~Who can bear the anguifh of an awakened confci- 
‘ence, penetrated with a fenfe of guilt, and the arrows otf 
the Almighty flicking in the foul and drinking up the fpr 
rit! How many of the flout-hearted have funk under 1, 
atid chofe ftrangling rather than life? And yet what are 
thefe wounds, what is all this anguifh of a foul while in 
this prefent world, in comparifon of thofe they muft fuffer 
when their fouls are wholly awakened, to feel the wrath olf 
an offended GOD! Add to thefe, all unholy paffions, fear, 
horror, rage; *evil defires, defires that can never be fatisfi-_ 
ed, Addall unholy tempers, envy, jealoufy, malice, and 

revenge + 
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revenge: all of which will inceffantly gnaw thé foul, as the 
vulture was fuppofed to do the liver of Tityws. To tnefe 
if we add hatred of GOD and all his creatures, all thefe 
united together may ferve to give us: fome httle, imperfect 
idea of the worm that never dieth. 

9. We may obferve a remarkable difference in the man- 
ner wherein our Lord {peaks concerning the two parts» of 
the future punifhment. He fays, Where THEIR: worm adi- 
eth not, of the one; where THE fire ts not quenched, of the 
other. This cannot be by chance: What then is the 
reafon for this variation of the expreflton ? 

Does it not feem to be this? The fire will be the fame, 
effentially the fame, to all that are tormented therein: only 
perhaps more intenfe to fome than others, according to their 
degree of guilt. But thetr worm will not, cannot be the 
fame. It will be iufinitely varied, according to the varions 
kinds as well as degrees of wickednels. This variety will 
arife partly fromthe judgment of GOD, rewarding every 
man according to his works, For we cannot doubt but this 
rule will take place, no lefs in hell than in heaven. As in 
heaven, every man will recewve his own reward, incommuni- 
cably his own, according to Ars own labours, that is, the 
whole tenor of his tempers, thoughts, words and a€tions : fo 
undoubtedly every man in fact will receive his own bad re- 
ward, according to his own bad labour. | And this like- 
wife will be incommunicably Azs own, even as his labour 
was. Vanety of punifhment will likewife arife from the 
very mature of the thing. As they that bring moft holi- 
nefs to heaven, will find molt bappinefs there ; fo-on the . 
other hand it is not only true, that the more wickednefs 
a man brings to hell, the more mifery he will, find there ; 
but that this mifery will be infinitely varied according to the 


» various kinds of his wickednefs. It was therefore proper to 


fay the fire, i general; but ¢heir worm in particular. 
4. But it has been queftioned by fome, “ whether there 
be any fire in hell? Thatis, any material fire?” Nay, if 


- there be any fire, it is unqueftionably material, For what 
is immaterial fire? The fame as immaterial, water or earth] 


Beth 
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‘Both the ‘one ‘and the ‘other is abfolute nonfenle, :a con. 
“tradiGion in terms. Either therefore »we muft afhrm -it 
"to be material, or we deny its exiftence. But.if we grant. 
ed:'them there is ino fire at.all there, what would they gain 
thereby ? Seeing this is.allowed on all hands: that it is.ei- 
ther ‘fire or fomething»worfe ? -And-confider this ; does not 
‘our ‘Lord fpeak: as7fit were realofire ? No one can.deny, or 
doubt of this. Is.it poffible then to fuppofe, that the. GOD 
of truth-would fpeakiun this manner, if it were not fo ?. Does 
he ‘defign t9 ‘fright his poor creatures ? What, with. fcate- 
crows ? With vain¢hadows of things that have no being ? O 
‘Jet notanythink fo! Impute not fuch folly to the Moft High | 

5. Butothers:aver, “Its mot poffible that fire fhould burn 
always. °Forby the rmmutable law of nature, it confumes 
whatever tsthrown into it. “And.by the fame law, as foon 
as itvhas ‘confumed its: fewel, its .itfelf confumed ; it goes 

out.” 

It is mof true, -that in the-prefent conftitution: of things, 
‘during the:prefent laws of nature, the element of fire dees 
diffolveand confume: whateveras thrown into it. But bere 
is the »miftake: »the prefent laws of nature are :not am- 
mutable. “When «the heavens and :the earth fhall flee 
away, the prefent feene-will be totally changed : .and with 

the prefent-conftitution of things, the: prefent laws,of nature 
will :oeafe. - After this great change nothing willbe: ditiol- 
ved, nothing willbe-confumed any.more. .Theretore ifit 
were true, that fire confumes.all things now,..it would not 
ifollow that it-would do the fame,. after theiwhole: frame of 
nature has: undergone that: vatt, | univerfal change. 

6. I fay,’ * df it-were:true, that fire confumes all things 

now.” But ‘indeed’ it +is -not:true, has.it. not-pleafed. GOD, 
to give:us already fome: proof.of what will be hexeafter ? 1s 
omot the -Lmum Afbefum, the incombuftible flax,..knownsin 

molt parts of ;Eurepe-? If you take. a. sowel or handkerchief 
omade ofthis (one of which may.now be feen inthe Briti/h 
: taufeum,) you may throw:it into the hotteft fire, arid when it 
is saken out again it will be obferved, upon.the niceft expe- 


' iment, not4o have-loft.one grain of its weight. .. Here thare- 
fore 
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fore isa, fubftance before our eyes, which even.in.the pres 
fenv-conftitution of things, (as if it were an emblem of things 
to come} may remain in fire without being confumed. 

7. Many: writers have [poken of other bodily torments 
added to the being caft into the lake of fire. _One-of thefe, 
even pious Kempzs, fuppofes that mifers, for inftance, have 
melied gold poured down their throats: and he fuppofes 
maty ‘other particular torments, to be fuited to men’s par- 
ticaldr fins. Nay, our great poet himlelf fuppofes the in- 
habitants ‘of hell to undergo variety of tortures: not to 
éontinue always in the Jake of fire, but to be frequently, “ by 
harpy-footed furies hauled” into regions of ice; and then 
back again, through “ extremes by change more fierce.” 
But I find no word, no title of this, not the leaft hint of 
it in all the bible. And furely this is. too awiul a fubjeét, 
to admit ‘of fuch play of imagination. Let us.keep to the 
written word. It is torment enough, to dwell with ever 
lafting: burnings. ‘ 

8. This is ftrongly illuftrated by a. fabulous tory, taken 
from one of the eaftern writers, concerning,a Tarke/h king, 
who after he had been guilty of all manner of. wickednels, 
once did-a good thing: for, feeing a poor man falling into 
a pit, wherein he mutt have inevitably perifhed, and kick- 
ing him from it, he faved his hte. The flory adds, that 
when, for his enormous wickedtiefs, he was-.caft into hell, 
that foot wherewith he had faved the man’s life, was permitted 
to lie out of the lames. But allowing this to be a-real cafe, 
What a poor comfort would it be ? What it-both: feet were 
permitted to lie out of the flames, yea, and both hands, how 
little would it avail ? ‘Nay, it all the body were taken out, 
and placed where no fire touched it, and only one hand. or 
one foot kept im a burning fiery furnace ; would the. maa 
Meantime be at much eafe ? Nay, quite the contrary. Is 
if net common to fay to a child, “ put your finger into ‘that 
tandle: can you bear it even for one minute?» How thea 
Will’ you-bear hell-fire!” Surely tt will be.torment enough 
to have the flefh burat off from only one fingers What then 
Pee? s -4D. will 
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Avy it be, to have the whole body plunged for ever, intoa 
lake of fire burning with brimftone ! 

IJ. Ig remains now only to confider two or three circum. 
ftangesyatignding the never-dying worm and the unquench- 
abl Gfer’’ 

1} And firft confider the company wherewith every one 
is furrounded in that place of terment.. Itis not uncommon 
to hear even condemned criminals, in our public prifons, 
fay, ‘* O!} I with I was hanged out of the way, rather than to 
be plagued with thefe wretches that are round about me.” Bat 
what are the abandoned wretches upon earth, compared to 
the inhabitants of hell ? None of thefe are as yet perfefily 
wicked, emptied of every {park of good; certainly not till 
this life is at an end ; probably not till the day of judgment. 
Nor can any of thefe exert without controul their whole wick- 
edneis on their fellow-creatures. Sometimes they are re- 
{trained by good men: fometimes even by bad. So even 
the torturers in the Romi/h inquifition, are reflained by thofe 
that employ them, when they fuppofe the fufferer cannot en- 
dure any more. They then order the executioners to for- 
bear : becaufe it is contrary to the rules of the houfe, that 
a man fhould die upon the rack. And very frequently, 
when there is no human help, they are reflrained by GOD, 
who hath fet them their bounds which they cannot pafs, and 
faith, hitherto fhall ye come, and no farther. Yea, fo mer- 
cifully hath GOD ordained, that the very extremity of pai 
naturally caufes a fufpenfion of it. The fufferer faints away, 
and fo (for a time at leaft) finks into infenfibility. But the 
inhabitants of hell are perfeétly wicked, having no fpark of 
goodnels remaining. And they are refrained by none from 
exerting tothe uttermoft their total wickednefs. Not by men; 
none will be reftrained from evil by his companions in dam- 
nation. And not by GOD; for he hath forgotten them, 
hath delivered them over to the tormentors. And the devils 
need not fear, like their inflruments upon earth, left they 
fhould expire under the torture. They can die no more: 
they are Xrorg to fuftain, whatever the united malice, we 
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and flrength of angels can inflift upon them. And their 
angelic tormentors have time fufficient to vary their tor- 
ments a thoufand ways- How infinitely may they vary one 
fingle torment, horrible appearances ? Whereby there is no 
doubt, an evil fpirit, if permitted, could terrify the fouteft 
man upon earth to death. / 

2. Confider, S€condly, that all thefe torments of body 
and foul, are without any intermifhon. They have no 
refpite from pain ; but the /moke of their torment afcendeth 
up day and mght. Day and night! That is {peaking accord. 
ing to the conftitution of the prefent world; wherein GOD 
has wifely and gracioufly ordained, that day and night fhould 
fuceeed each other: fo that in every four-and-twenty hours 
there comes a 


“ Daily fabbath made to reft 


Toiling man and weary beaft.” 


Hence we feldom undergo much labour, or fufler much pain 
before 


> 


“ Tir’d nature’s kind reftorer, balmy fleep”’ 


fteals upon us by infenfible degrees, and brings an interval 
of eafe. But although the damned have uninterrupted night, 
it brings no interruption of their pain. No fleep accompa- 
nies that darknefs: whatever cither ancient or modern po- 
ets, either Homer or Milton dream, there is no fleep, ei- 
therin hell or heaven. And be their fuffering ever fo ex- 
treme, be their pain ever fo intenfe, there is no poflibility 
of their fainting away; no, not for a moment. 

_ Again. The inhabitants of earth are frequently diverted 
from attending to what is affli€tive, by the cheerful light of 
the fun, the viciffitudes of the feafons, “ the bufy hum of 
men,” and a thoufand objets that roll around them with end- 
lefs variety. But the inhabitants of hell have nothing to 
divert them from their torments even for a moment, 


“ Total eclipfe: no fun, mo moon !” 
p 
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no change of feafons or of companions. There is no buf: 





nels, but one uninterrupted fcene of horror, to which they 
mult be all attention. They have no interval of inattention 






or ftupidity : they are all eye, all ear, all fenfe. Every in. 





ftant of their duration, it may be faid of their whole frame, 















that they are 





‘ Tremblingly alive all o’er, 
And fmart and agonize at every pore.’ 







g. And of this duration there 2s no end! What a thought 
is this ? Nothing but eternity is the term of their torment ! 
And who can count the drops of rain, or the fands of the 







fea, the drops of eternity ? Every fuffering 1s foftened, if 
hae fe any hope, thoug h diftant of dehverance from it. 
But here 





“ Hope. never comes, that comes to all” 






the inhabitants of the upper world. What! fufferings ne- 








ver to end? 








“ Never! Where finks the foul at that dread found ? 
Into a gulph how dark, and how profound !” 







Suppofe millions of days, of years, of ages clapfed, ftill we 
are only on the threfhold of eternity! Neither the pain of 
body or of foul is any nearer at an end, than it was millions 







of ages ago. When a. are once Call into 13 avg ro acfise- 
(How erphatical!) The fire, the unquenchable, all is conclu- 
ded: Their worm dieth not, and the fire 2s not guenched ! 
Such is the account which the Judge of all gives of the 
punifhment which he has ordained for impenitent finners. 
And what a counter-balance may the confideration of this 
be, to the violence of any temptation ? In particular to the 
feat of man, the very ufe. to which it is applied by our 
Lord himfelf. Be not afraid of them that hill the body, and 


after that have no more that they can do: but fear him who 
after 
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afier he hath killed, hath power to caft into hell, Luke xu. 4, 5« 

What a guard may thele confiderations be, againfl any 

temptations from pleafure ? Will you Jofe, for any of 
thefe poor, earthly pleafures, which perith in the ufing, 
(to fay nothing of the prefent fubitantial pleafures of reli- 
gion,) the pleafures of paradife, fuch as eye hath not 
feen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into our hearts 
to conceive ¥ Yea, the 
anzels, and of the fpirits of juft men made perfect, the 
converfing face to ret with GOD your Father, your Sa- 
viour, your fanctifier, and the drinking of thofe rivers of 
pleafure that are at GOD’s right hand for evermore ? 

Are you tempted by pain either of body or mind? O 


pleafures of heaven, the foctety 


compare prefent things with future. What is the pain of 
body which you do or may endure, to that of lying in a 
lake of fire burning with tentiate ? What is any pain of 
mind, any fear, anguifh, forrow, compared to the worm 
that never dieth? That never dreth! This is the fling of all! 
As for our pains on earth, blefled be GOD, they are not 
eternal, There are fome intervals to relieve, and there is 
{ome period to finifh them. When we afk a friend that is 
fick, how he does, “ I am in pfin now, fays ke; but I hope 
to be eafy foon.” This is a fweet mitigation of the pre- 
fent uneafinefs. But how dreadful would his cafe be, if 
he fhould anfwer, “ I am all over pain, and I fhall never 
be eafed of it. I lie under exquifite torture of body, and 
horror of foul. And I fhall feel it for ever.” Such is 
the cafe of the damned finners in hell. Suffer any pain 
then, rather than come into that place of torment. 

I conclude with one more refleétion, taken from Dr. 
Watts. ‘ It demands our — gratitude, that we who 
have long ago deferved this mifery, are not yct plunged 
Into it. W hile there are thouf: sists who have been adjudg- 
ed to this place of punifhment, before they had continu- 
d fo long in fin as many of us have done, what an in- 
flance is it of divine goodnefs, that we are not under this 
fiery iy ance? Have we not feen many finners, on our 
right and our left, cut of in their Ging? And what but 
the 
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the tender mercy of GOD, hath {pared us week after week, 
month after month, and given us {pace for repentance ? 
What fhall we render unto the Lord, for all his patience 
and long fullering, even to this day ? How often have we 
incurredythe fentence of condemnation by our repeated re- 
bellion again GOD? And yet we are ftill alive in his 
prefence, and are hearing the words of hope and falvation. 
O let us look back, and fhudder at the thoughts of that 
dreadful precipice, on the edge of which we have fo lang 
wandered! Let us fly for refuge to the hope that is fet 
before us, and give a thoufand thanks to the divine mer- 
cy, that we are not plunged into this perdition.” 


Newport, Ifle of Wight. O&. 10, 1782. 
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A DISCOURSE* 
On ROMANS viil. 29, go. 


Whom he did foreknow, he did predeflinate to be conformed to 
the image of his Son :—Whom he did predeflinaie, them he 
alfa called: whom he called, them he alfo jupfified; and 


whom he juftified, them he alfo glorified. 
1. QUR beloved brother Paul, fays St. Petert, according to 


the wifdom given to him, hath written unto you: as 
alfo in all his epifiles, [peaking in them .of thefe things : in 
which are fome things hard to be underfiood; which they that 
are unlearned and unjiable, wreft as they do alfo the other 
Scriptures, to ther own deftrudlron. 

e. It is not improbable, that among thofe things fpoken 
by St. Paul which are hard to be underftood, the apoftle Pe- 
ter might place what he {peaks on this fubje€t, in the eighth 
and ninth chapters of his epiftle to the Romans. And it is ; 

certain - 
* This Sermon was written by Mr. Westey, and printed in Europe many 
years ago, but was never re-printed in America: We therefore judge it may be 


pieafine to our readers to have it inferted in our Magasiae. 
+ 2 Pet. iii. 15, 16. 
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certain, not only the unicarned, but many of the moft learn- 
ed men in the world, and not the unflable only, but many 
who feemed to be well eftablifhed in the truths of the gof- 
pel, have for feveral centuries, wrefled thefe paflages to thar 
ewn d-ftruclion. 

3. Hard to be underftood we may well allow them to be, 
when we confider, how men of the ftrongeit underitanding, 
improved by ail the advantages of education, have conti- 
nually differed in judgment concerning them. And this 
very confideration, that there is fo wide a difference upon 
the head, between men of the greateft learning, fenfe and 
piety, one might imagine would make all who now {peak 
upon the fubject, exceedingly wary and felf-difident. But 
I know not how it is, that juft the reverfle is obferved, in 
every part of the chriflian world. No writers upon earth 
appear more pofitive, than thofe who write on this difficult 
fubjett. Nay, the fame men, who writing on any other 
fubjett, are remarkably modeft and humble ; on this alone 
lay afide all felf-diftrutt, 


“ And {peak ex cathedra* infallible.” 


This is peculiarly obfervable of almoft all thofe, who affert 
the abfolute decrees. But furely it 1s poffible to avoid this: 
whatever we propofe, may be propofed with modefty, and 
with deference to thofe wife and good men, who are of a 
contrary opinion. And the rather, becaufe fo much has 
been faid already, on every part of the queflion, fe many 
volumes have been written, that it is {carce poflibie to fay 
any thing which has not been faid before. Ail I would 
offer at prefeat, not to the lovers of contention, but to mea 
of piety and candour, are a few fhort hints, which perhaps 
may caft fome light on the text above recited. 

4. The more frequently and carefully I have confidered 
it, the more I have been inclined to think, that the apoftle 
ss not here (as many have fuppofed) defcribing a chain of 
caufes and effefts ; (this does net feem to have entered into 

| his 
* From the chair. 
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his heart:) but fimply fhewing thé method in which GOD 
works; the order in which the feveral branches of falvation 
eonitanily follow each other. And this, J apprehend, will 
be clear to any ferious and impartial inquirer, lurvey ing the 
work of GOD either forward or backward > either from the 
beztnning to the end, or trom the end to the beginning. 

5. And firlt, let us look forward on the whole work of 
GOD in the falvation of man, confidering it from the be. 
ginning ; from the firf point, till it terminates in glory. 
The firlt point is, The toreknowledge of GOD. GOD 
foreknew thofe in every nation, who would believe, from 
the beginning of the world to the confummation of all things, 
But in order to throw light upon this dark queftion, it fhould 
be well obferved, that when we {peak of GOD’s forehnow- 
edge, we do not fpeak according to the nature of things, 
but after the manner of men. For if we fpeak properly, 
there is no fach thing, as either forchaowledge or aflerknow- 
ledge in GOD. All. time, or rather all eternity (for time 
is only that {mall fragment of eternity which is allotted to 
the children of men) being prefent to him at once, he does 
not know one thing betore another, or one thing after an- 
other ; but fees all things in one point of view, from ever- 
Jafling to everlatting. As all ume, with every thing that 
extits therein, is prefent wih him at once, fo he fees, at 
once, whatever was, is, or will be to the end of time. But 
obferve, we muft not think they are, becaufe he knows 
them. No: he knows them, becaufe they are. Juft as I 
(af one may be alloweu to compare the things of men with 
the deep things of GOD) now know the fun fhines. Yet 
the fun dees not fhine, becaufe | know it: but I know it, 
becaufe it fhines. My knowledge /uppo/es the fun to thine ; 
but does not in any wife cau/e ut. In like manner, GOD 
knows that man fins; for he knows all things. Yet we do 
not fin, becaufe he knows it; but he knows it, becaufe We 
fin. And his knowledge /uppo/es our fin, but does not in 
any wife caufe it. Ina word, GOD looking on all ages, 
from the creation to the confummation, as a moment, and 
feeing at once whatever 1s in the hearts of all the children of 
men, 
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rien, knows every one that does or does not believe in every 
age or nation. Yet what he knows, whether iaith or un- 
belief, is in no wife caufed by his knowledge. Men are as 
free m believing or not believing, as if he did not know it 
at all. 

6. Indeed if man was not free, he could not be account- 
able, either for his thoughts, words, or aétions. If he were 
not free, he would not be capable either of reward or pu- 
nihment. He would be incapable either of virtue or vice; 
ofbeing either morally good or bad. If he had no more 
freedom than the fun, the moon, o1 the ftars, he would be 
no more accountable than they. On {fuppofition that be 
had no more freedom than they, the ftones of the earth 
would be as capable of reward, and as liable to punifhment 
as man: one would be as accountable as the other. Yea, 
and it would be as abfurd to afcribe either virtue or vice to 
him, as to afcribe it to the flock of a tree. 

7. Butto proceed. Whom he did foreknow, them he did 
predeflinate, to be conformed to the tmage of his Son. This 
is the fecond ftep, (to {peak after the manner ef men: for 
in fa@t, there is nothing Jefore or after in GOD.) In other 
words, GOD decrees, from everlafting to everlafting, that 
all who believe in the Son of his love, thal! be conformed to 
his image, fhall be faved from all inward and outward fir, 
into all inward and outward holinefs. Accordingly it is 
a plain, undeniable fact, all who truly believe in the name 
of the Son of GOD, do now receive the end of their farth, 
the faluvation of ther fouls: and this in virtue of the un- 
changeable, irreverfible, irrefiftible decree of GOD, He that 
believeth, fhall be faved; he that beleveth not, fhall be damned. 

8. Whom he did predeftinate, them he al/o called. This 

the third ftep ; ({till remembering that we {peak after the 

nner of men) to exprefs it a little more largely. According 
is fixt decree, that believers fhall be faved; thofe whom 
he foreknows as fuch, he calls both outwardly and inward- 
ly ; outwardly, by the word of his grace ; and inwardly, by 
his Spirit. This inward application of his word to the heart, 
feems to be what fome term effedlual calieng. And it im- 
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plies, the calling them children of GOD, the accepting 
them tn the Beloved; the juftitying them freely by his grace, 
through the redemption that ts in Fefus Chrift. 

g. Whom he called, thofe he juflifed. ‘Tris is the fourth 
flep. Itis generally allowed, that the word ju/ffied here is 
taken in a peculiar fenfe ; that it means, he made them jut 
or righteous. He executed his decree, conforming them to 
ihe image of his Son, of (as we ufually fpeak) /andtified them. 

10: It remains, whom he juftified, thofe he glorified. This 
is the laft flep. Having made them met to be partakers 
of the inheritance of the faints in light, he gives them the 
kingdom which was prepared for them before the world began. 
This is the order wherein, according to the counfel of his 
will {the plan he has laid down from eternity | he faves thofe 
whom he foreknew, the true believers in every place and 
generation, 

11. The fame great work of falvation by faith, accord- 
ing to the foreknowledge and decree of GOD, may appear 
in a ftill clearer light, if we view it backward from the end 
to the beginning. Suppofe then you ftood with the great 
multitude which ne man can number, out of every nation, and 
tongue, and kindred, and people, who give prazfe unto him that 
fitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever: 
you would not find one, among all that were received into 
glory, who was not a witnefs of that great truth, W2hout 
holine/s no man fhall fee the Lord: not one of all that innu- 
merable company, who was not /undified, before he was 
glorified. By holinefs he was prepared for glory, according 
to the invariable will of the Lord, that the crown purchafed 
by the blood of his Son, fhould be given to none but thofe who 
are renewed by his Spirit. He is become the author of 
eternal falvatron only to them that obey him: that obey him 
inwardly and outwardly ; that are holy in heart, and holy 
in all manner of converfation. . 

12. And could you take a view of all thofe upon earth, 
who are now /andiified, you would find not one of thefe had 
been fanétified, tll after he was ca//ed. He was firft called, 
not only with an outward call, by the word and the meffen- 
gers 
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gers of GOD, but likewife with an inward call, by his Spi- 
rit applying his word, enabling him to believe in the only- 
begotten Son of GOD, and bearing teftimony with his fpi- 
nt, that he was a childof GOD. And it was by this very 
means they were all fan¢lified. It was by a fenfe of the 
love of GOD, fhed abroad in his heart, that every one ot 
them was enabled to love GOD. Loving GOD he loved 
his neighbour as himfelt, and had power to walk in all his 
commandments blamelefs. This is a rule which admits ot 
no exception, GOD calls a finner his own, that is, juflt- 
fies him, before he fanétifies. And by this very thing, the 
con{cioufnefs of his favour, he works in him that grateful, 
filial affeétion, from which fpring every good temper, and 
word, and work, 

13. And who are they that are thus ca//ed of GOD, but 
thofe whom he had before prede/fenated, or decreed to cox- 
form to the image of his Son? This decree (ftill fpeaking af- 
ter the manner of men) precedes every man’s calling. Eve- 
ry believer was predeftinated, before he was called. For 
GOD calis none, but according to the counfel of hes well, 
according to this wpe9eus, or plan of atting, which he had 
laid down before the foundation of the world. 

14. Once more. All that are called were predeflinated, 
fo all whom GOD has predeftinated he foreknew. He knew, 
he faw them as believers, and as fuch predeflinated them to 
falvation, according to his eternal decree, He that believeth 
fhall be faved. Thus we {ee the whole procefs of the work 
of GOD, from the beginning to the end. Who are glori- 
fied? None but thofe who were firft fanétified. Who are 
fanétified ? None but thofe who were firft juftified. Who 
are juftified ? None but thofe who were firlt predeftinated. 
Who are predeftinated ? None but thofe whom GUD fore- 
knew as believers. Thus the purpofe and word of GOD 
ftand unfhaken as the pillars of heaven, He that believeth fhall 
be faved: he that belteveth not shall be damned. And thus 
GOD is clear. trom the blood of all men; fince whoever 
perithes, perifhes by his own aét and deed. They weil not 
come unio m2, fays the Saviour of men: and there is no /al- 
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vation in any other. They wall not believe; and there is no 
other way eiher to prefent or eternal falvation. Therefore 
their blood is upon their own head: and GOD 1s fill ju/if- 
edin his faying, that he wrlleth all men to be faved, and to 
come to the knowledve of his truth. 

15.°The fum of all this is. The almighty, all-wife 
GOD, fees and knows from everlafting to ev verlafting, all 
that is, that was, and that is to come, through one eter- 
nal now. With bim nothing is either paft or future, but 
all things equally prefent. He has therefore, if we {peak 
according to the truth of things, no foreknowledge, no af- 
terknowledge.. ‘This would be ill-confiflent with the apof- 
tle’s words, weth him ts no variablene/s or fhadow of turn- 
aig : or with the account he gives of himfelf by the pro- 
phet, J the Lord change not. Yet when he fpeaks to us, 
knowing whereot we are made, knowing the fcantinefs of 
our underflanding, he lets himfelf down to our capacity, 
and fpeaks of himfelf after the manner of men. ‘Thus in 


ange aomng to our weaknefs, he {peaks of his own pur- 


po/e, coun/ /, plan, foreknowledge. Not that GOD has any 


need of counsel, of purpose, or of planning his work before 
hand. Far be it from us, to impute thefe to the Moft High; 
to meafure him by ourfelves! It is merely in compaffion 
to us, that he fpeaks thus of himfelf, as foreknowing the 
things in heaven or earth, and as predefitnating or fore-cr- 
daining them. But can we poffibly imagine, that thefe 
— are to be taken Iiterally ? To one who was fo 
grofs in his conceptions, might he not fay, Thinde/ft thou that 
Lam fuch a one as thyfelf? Not fo. As the heavens are 
higher than tie earth, fo are my ways higher than thy ways. 
1 know, decree, work, in fuch a manner, as it is not pof- 
fible for thee to conceive. But to give thee fome faint, 
glimmering knowledge of my ways, I ufe the language ot 
men, and fuit myfelf to thy epprehenfions, in this thy in- 
fant ftate of exiftence. 

16. What is it then we learn from this whole account ? 
It is this, andno more. 1. GOD knows all believers. * 2. 
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DESCRIPTION OF COKESBURY COLLEGE, §89 


Wills that they fhould be faved from fin. 5. To that end 
julifies them. 4. Sanétifies: and 5. Takes them to glory. 

© that men would praife the Lord for this his good- 
nefs! and that they would be content with this plain ac- 
count of it, and not endeavour to wade into thofe myf- 
teries, which are too gs? for them to fathom! @ a ef 


Loop Fx V2 Ss wlictire a” 
Armagh, June 5» 1773- te —apen Witte. 
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The State and Defcription of Coxespury Co.recs, 
fituated at Abingdon, in the State of Maryland, 


OT doubting but it will afford great fatisfa€tion to 
the fubfcribers and friends of Cofe/bury College, to 
have fome particular account of its prefent condition; we 
have, therefore, fubjoined a brief relation of its flate in 
the month of September, 1789. 
The accounts which have been brought againft it are as 
follow : 


For building, - - - - - - £.3857 0 4 
For tuition, - - - -*- - = - 412 19 7 
For furniture and houfe-keeping, - - 217 18 8 





Total, £. 4487 9 74 





Out of which the following fums have 
been paid : 


For building, - ey, oe a. tere a 2263 11 4+ 
Ft no ee ee 369 19 2 
For furniture and houfe-keeping, - - 217 17 8 





The debt which is flill due, is - - 1636 1 & 





£.4487 9 7% 
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Poetry. 
TT I 


J 


‘AIR charity attunes thy lyre, 
k A theme that aptly may infpire 

The gentle and humane : 
Her charms the mufes oft have fung, 
And tributary honours hung 

Upon her golden fane-. 


But fhould we charity define 
Only in {plendid alms to thine ? 
Say, is a part the whole ? 
True charity 1s heavenly love, 
An ardour coming from above, 


That renovates the foul. 


From hence as from their genuine fource, 
The virtwes run their even courle - 

And hence in tender guile, 
Benevolence with generous glow 
Hafiens to foothe the widow's woe, 

And wipe the orphan’s eyes. 


Alms-giving is approv'd of GOD, 

Obtaining the divine applaud - 
Bat does the poet mean 

It can a rea! merit claim ? 

No !— Let the memtonous name 

Of Jefas mrerveoe. 





vrfes on the Charitable Man. 


POETRY> 


Let it not take the Saviour’s place : 
He purchas'd heaven, and every grace, 
That makes us meet for heaven; 
He fills the breaft with charity, 
Then with a grace divinely free 

Rewards what he has given. 


ASHORT HYMN. 


James iv. 1. From whence come wars and fightings amone 
you? Come they not hence, even of your lujts ? 


ORRIBLE luft of fame and power, 
How long thall it o'er kings preva! ; 
Who bid the fword their kind devour, 
Lay waite the earth, and people hell, 
And madly for themfelves prepare 
The higheft thrones of torment there ! 


Father, from every bofom chafe 

The demon of ambitious pride; * 
In pity to our flaughter’d race, 

For whom thy only Son hath died, 
The Saviour Prince, the peace of man, 
Send him in all our hearts to reign. 


The kingdom of his grace alone 
Can make our wars and fightings ceafe, 
Unite our jarring wills in one 
Perpetual bond of perfe€inefs, 
As rivals of that hoft above, 
Where all is harmony and love. 











POETRY. rs 


w) 


On the Death of an EPicure. 


A T length my friends the fea? of life is o’er : 
I’ve ate fufficient and 11] drink no more: 

My night is come: I’ve {pent a jovial day; 
"Tis time to part ; but oh!—What is to pay ? 





FE Pe Pe eee FAO 
EPIGRAM I. 
[By Dr. Byron. | 


OR fteel nor flint alone produces fire ; 
No fpark arifes till they both confpire : 
Nor faith alone, nor work without, is right; 
Salvation rifes, when they both unite. 


TE he gies eithe item tena aces sn 
EPIGRAM II. 


» [By the fame.| 
i bs without meeknefs, like a fhip at fea, 


To rifing ftorms may foon become a prey ; 
‘and meeknefs without zeal is ft] the fame, 
When a dead calm ftops every failor’s aim. 


EPIGRAM IIL 


[By the fame.} 


Heated fancy, or imagination, 
May be miftaken for an infpiration 
True ; but is this conclufion fair to make, 
That infpiration muft be all miftake ? 
A pebble-ftone is not a diamond true ; 
But muft a diamond be a pebble too ? 
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POETRY. 


EPIGRAM IV. 


[ By the fame. | 


Eis a finner you are pleas’d to fay ; 
Then love hitn for the fake of Chrift, I pray, 
It on his gracious words you place your truft, 
“[ came to call the finner ; not the juit,” 
Second his call ; which if you will not do, 
You'll be the greater finner of the two. 


GE Re ee eR 
EPIGRAM V. 


[ By the fame. | 
RAYER and thankfgiving is the vital breath, 


That keeps the fpirit of a man from death ; 
For prayer attra€ts into the living foul, 
The life, that fills the univerfal whole. 


EPIGRAM VI. 


[ By the Jame. | 
O own a GOD, who does not {peak to men, 


Is firft to own, and then difown again : 
Of all idolatry the total fum 
Is having gods, that are both deaf and dumb. 


EPIGRAM VII. 


[ By the fame. } 


HAT is more tender than a mother’s love 
To the fweet infant fondling in her arms ? 
What need of arguments her heart to move 
To hear its cries, and help it out of harms? 





















POETRY. 


Now, if the tendereft mother were poflet 
Of all the love, within her fingle breatft, 

Of all the mothers fince the world began, 
"Tis nothing to the love of GOD to man. 


FE Be ey cele ee 
PROCRASTINATION. 


AY RETCH that I am! what friendly power 
Shall fix my wav’ring foul, 

Teach me to feize the prefent hour, 
And cuftoms, charms controul ? 


Why thus perfift, from day to day, 
To err, in wifdom’s fpite ? 

I fee my path why then delay 
What reafon tells, is right ? 





The prefent day the attempt is vain.: 
We've fomething ftill to do: 
But when to-morrow comes, ’tis plain, 


That will be prefent too: 


And*then the fame reluétant will, 
T”’ attend th’ ungrateful theme, 

Will thwart our refolutions ftill, 
And fruftrate every {cheme. 


How foon, amidft thefe faint refolves, 
The {pring of life is o’er ? 

How quick each annual fun revolves, 
But youth returns no more. 





Manhood to youth, and foon old age 
To manhood’s firength fucceeds: 

O! then let each fucceffive flage 
Be mark’d by virtuous deeds, 


. Whilft 
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Whilft yet your ftrength of mind remains, 
Refift the rifing ftorm : 

Break loofe. from paffion’s irkfome chajns, 
And every vice reform. 





















Dare to be wife! begin to-day, 
Nor truft uncertain fate : 

Your long-plann’d reformation may 
To-morrow come too late. 


To-morrow, oh! how oft you fwore 
To change your courfe, my friend! 
’ Thus ‘twill be always one day more, 
Ere you begin to mend. 


pw 


*«* When once I’ve finifh’d thzs affair, 
My aétions I'll review : 
And when I’ve brought ¢hat fcheme to bear, 
Begin. my life anew.” 


The idiot thus who faw his way 
Acrofs the Severn lie, A 
Refolv’d upon its banks to flay, A 
Till all the ftream ran by: 


But torrents with united force, A 
Augment the copious river ; 

Which proudly ftill purfues its: courfe, 
And murmuring flows for ever. 


END OF VOLUME }f, 
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THE CHOLERA. — | 
: he Paris accounts of the Cholera epidemic val, “‘taken at a dra dom 

ally alarming, and should admonis!: us in thi Ji og instant rekef td the t, Viz:—ba 
coulmtry to adopt every possible guard and protec- | | “inmamen water, 83 drops tinctureof opiems 
tion against its introduction—particularly in ven- | }drachmilgpirits of lavander, and 2 drachms tinet re 
tilating the clothing of seamen atid prohibiting the jot rivabarb.”” ; 4 
importation of old rags. We have been constant- | a Sin, Raa TT ayy 





ly attentive to such remedies as have been practi- 
cally successful, and we publish the following, 
coger: With entire success at Weizniz. Out of | | 
persons treated, every one was saved; and we 
© advise our readers to cut out and preserve the 
| mode of treatment: 
} “Take a pint of strong spririts of wine, and half 
“) pint of white vinegar, add to them one ounce | ° 
Lj of powdered camphor, one ounce of flour of mus- 
-) tard, or bruised mustard seed, a quarter of an 
)| Ounce of ground pepper, and a full teaspoonful of 
|| bruised garlick; and lastly, half an ounce of pow- 
=| dered cantharides. Mix them well together in a 
‘| bottle, and expose the mixture for tweive hours 
in the sun, or otherwise place it in some warm 
| | spot, taking.care to shake it repeatedly. 
* “As soon as the person is attacked, let him be 
instantly put to bed, under warm coverlids, and 
let his hands and feet be rubbed powerfully and 
; uninterruptedly with the lotion, after it has been 
qj warmed j i ration, let the pati 


“| take a glass erie e ink, composed of, 

* pareggl ome: MITER 90 gort 8 WILLIAM L.CLEMENTS 
“*Pepsevere in this course yjand at the end of filmae LIBRARY OF 

P teen minutes at the utmost, (the patient’s head | AMERICAN HISTORY 


ody being kept well covered beneath the }, UNIVERSITY°*/MICHIGAN 
Pieeelothes,) he wil To 3p yegplpanar armel j) UNIVERSITY MICHIGAN 


| 4 
4k 





jon. 
| * The patient must be kept in this state between | | 
wo and three. , but care must be taken that 
he does notfall asleep. After this, remove the 
extra ing from off the bed, and he will drop 

4 into a sl + which will last between six and 

|| eight hours, and be accompanied by a gentle per- 

») Spiration. ; 

\. ** When he awakes, he will find himself weak, 
but the disease will have entirely left him, and he 
will require nothing further but rest and moderate | | — a 

)diet to restore him to perfect health. ws Th 

-) “Especial attention must be paid, that the pa- _M; ° ‘ 

» tient, ior the opatetion of rubbing, does wt pe e Gott-Miner Collection 

much as lift a finger above the clothes, for the | | EAT, 

: igen ah, — the perspiration is upon him, | Presented by jd 2 i 

“When ps in the stomach come on, we i 1938 
































jody, and thrown with 

on its inward parts. | 

experience, and the repeated 

(ofS v of its entire efficacy, I cannot 

most Conscientiously recommend this of 
nent to Upiversal adoption. . 
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